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Sharon’s Sharing                 Listening is a Skill….. 

Have you noticed how few people are able to listen intently to what is being said? Whether 
a casual conversation, a parent’s direction, a bosses instruction, a TV news person 
(in)accurately reporting a conversation or event, a teacher in the classroom or us reading God’s 
Word. It is so easy to become distracted. Our attention span is sometimes no longer than a 

child’s. I’ve found myself reading my morning Scriptures and planning my schedule for the day 
at the same time then wondering what I just read. Multitasking does not help listening skills. 
A couple years ago several of us chose a word as a reminder of a quality we wanted to grow 
in our relationship with God. I suggested we write that word on a small card and place it where 
we would see it often. Some of us put it in several places as reminders. The first Sunday of 
January I asked us to adopt another word, this time the same word for all of us, “LISTEN”. I’m 

convinced most of us can use improvement honing this skill. 
‘Rushed listening’ often promotes misunderstanding. You know how much hurt and 
confusion that can cause. It is also true when we don’t “listen” as we read or hear God’s Word. 
Understanding what He is trying to teach us takes more than lifting a phrase out of the Bible 
that gets our attention. Looking at it in context of time, place, people and circumstances 
empathetically can make a huge difference in our understanding. The same goes for listening 

to others. 
Let me share two of several disciplines practiced in effective listening. One: Take time to eliminate 
distractions and focus full attention on what/who you are hearing or reading. 

Number two: focus on understanding not on your response. 

Listening is a skill. Really listening can solve a lot of problems. Listening to God’s Word and His 
Spirit to help our understanding is crucial in our Spiritual growth. 

Happy ‘listening’, Pastor Sharon 

Verse of the Month: 

 

February  
Birthdays 

• 8 Eden Mason 

• 8 Belinda Potter 

• 15 Gracie Lawson 

• 17 Chloe Potter 

• 25 Jonathon Mason  

• 27 Emily Penner 

 

 



Fairview Church of the Brethren Newsletter 

Page 2 
 

 

 

Valentines Dinner 

Saturday, February 15th at 6:00 p.m.  Bring 
your loved ones to enjoy a meal of Spaghetti 

or alfredo, garlic bread and a salad.  Plus 
desserts. 

Dinner is a free will donation.  The money 
will help 10 ladies that are planning to go to 

a women’s retreat in Bransons, MO.  The 
money will help offset the cost of the regis-
tration and fees.  
There will be a 
drawing for a 

door prize. 

 

Kindness 

 Kindness in words creates confi-
dence. Kindness in thinking creates profound-
ness. Kindness in giving creates love. ... 

 No act of kindness, no matter how small, is 
ever wasted. Aesop. Inspirational Matter Small 
Wasted. 

 You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you 
never know how soon it will be too late. You 

Never Will Late Know. 

 

 

 Notes  

Dear Family at Fairview. 

Thank you!  Thank you for nurturing us for 
over 4 decades.  Thank you for supporting us 
during our auctions.  Thank you for helping 
us load up trailers to move.  Thank you for the 
warm send-off.  Thank you for the picture -- it 
was the first thing that we hung on the walls 
of our new home. 

We think of you often and remember you in 
prayers to our Loving God. 

Ronnie & Diane Mason 

 

 

January 3, 2020 

The Lord’s Cupboard Committee would like 
to thank all your parishioners who supported 
the Lord’s Cupboard in 2019, with donations 
of time, food or money. 

With your help, we can feed so many needy 
families in our community. 

God bless you all 
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Our boxes this year were 
delivered to children in 

Mexico. 

Here are some ideas of 
items you might want to 

start collecting little by little 
after several holidays that 

are coming up to put in our 
boxes we put together this 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

The dea-
cons visited 
Fran Bailey 

and she 
gave yarn 

for the cro-
chet along 

group 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 4 at the church.  5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



18140 Highway T61 

Unionville, IA 52594-8089 
 

Telephone 641-452-6439 

F A I R V I E W  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  B R E T H E R N  

   For God so loved the world, 
      That he gave 
             His only 
           Begotten 
                  Son 
            That whosoever 
        Believeth in Him 
           Should not perish, 
         But have everlasting life.”        

      
        John 3:16 
 

Let’s share with those around us! 
 


