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Coming up...so many things! This newsletter is FULL of upcoming
events.
Palm Sunday— Our young people will be leading our worship service.

They helped come up with
the different components of that service. The theme is “In the Gap”. They were focused on Easter.
So it will actually celebrate Easter. You can never celelbrate Easter enough though. Come participate and enjoy the service and music they will share
Worship will be followed by an Easter egg Hunt.

District Executive and Board Meeting at Fairview April 26, 27

We are going to host the District Executive Committee for their April meeting here at Fairview
Friday April 26. These are the people that run the business of the District. Diane is the treasurer for
the District and part of this group. As the host church we will be providing an evening meal. Our
Pastors have offered to take care of this.
There will be some people traveling a distance that might need housing for Friday night. There
will be a sheet to sign up to house some people Friday night.
The rest of the District Board will join and meet Saturday, April 27th. Dale Brinegar and Dean
Penner are part of the District Board. As the host church we will be providing breakfast for about 35
people. Munchies and beverages for the day of meetings will be needed. Then we will serve a noon
meal for these 35 people. We will have a sign up sheet for providing food and for coming and serving. We also want to be praying for them as they travel here and
do their work.

April
Birthdays

• 8 Rex Campbell

• 9 Denver Brinegar
• 10 Glenda Grove
• 23 Hayden Brinegar
• 24 Kenny Selix
• 25 Mike Myers
• 27 Patty Powell

Annual Conference
2019

July 3-7
Greensboro, NC

Sheraton/Koury Convention Center
http://www.brethren.org/ac/
Is the website to go for all information from where to stay, activities, the schedule, registration, leadership, as well as information
about the grand Rapids area.

Grteensboro, NC
Koury Convention Center and Sheraton Hotel
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District Conference

August 2-4 2019
The Church on Northland; Cedar Raapids, Iowa
Moderator: Daniel Butler of Ivester
It might seem early but you might want to think about things to donate for the
auction as well as collecting things for cleaning buckets that they will be collecting. We all know that there have been many situations lately that people have needed these.

WITNESS COMMISSION PROJECT

The Witness Commission will be collecting cleaning buckets for a service project at District Conference in
August 2019. Some buckets will be distributed at the next District Board meeting for congregations to
fill. These will be processed through Church World Service. See list below:
1 five gallon bucket with resealable lid
4 scouring pads
7 sponges, including 1 large
1 scrub brush
18 reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)
One 50 oz or two 25 oz bottles of liquid laundry detergent
One 16-28 oz bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
One 12-16 oz bottle of house hold cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)
One pkg of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft or one 100 ft
Five dust masks
Two pairs heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves (latex- free, non-surgical)
One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
24-28 heavy duty 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and removed from carton
One 6-9 oz bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent
All items must be new. Place all items in bucket, snap the lid on tight and seal with packing tape.
Value--$75.00
Processing fee--$3.00 per bucket
Shipping costs also needed

From the Heart of A Deacon....

By Emily Penner
I was just at a workshop about culture. It was really interesting! The presenter shared a lot about Disney parks. The employees are actually called “Cast members” and visitors are called “guests”. They do many
things and are encouraged to do anything they can to make your visit positve, safe and magical.
Another point was to remain child like. He shared that traveling with his family, his children didn’t
want to sit by him on the plane. So they sat across the aisle. He sat down and next to him was a little girl with
bright shining eyes, named Chelsea. Before he even sat down she said, “Hi I’m Chelsea. Who are you?” They
chatted, with her eyes sparkling the entire time. She said, she wanted to have him meet Oscar. She unsnapped
her seat belt and dug out a stuffed seal pup toy. Said Oscar loved him and put the seal on his shoulder. The
snack cart came and when given the options said with great excitement that she loved apple juice and could
they havea tea party. He asked who would they invite? She went back into the backpack and dug out more
pound puppies than he had ever seen. She set them everywhere around their seats, table tops and across his
wifes. He asked Chelsea if she had been to Disneyland. She went back in the backpack and dug out a photo
book with her and many characters at Disneyland. It was a splendid collection, almost like a board book of her
and what he thought must be her father, little brother and mother at Disneyland in many different sights with
many different characters. He just had to ask how she got such an amazing collection of photos. She turned to
him and with those eyes still bright and shining said, “Have you heard of the Make a Wish Foundation?”
When he got strangely quiet Chelsea patted him on the arm and said, “It’s okay.” Mom reached forward from
the seat behind him and said she had her medicine to take. She was immediately tired and asked to lay her
head on his shoulder. She slept the rest of the flight.
She shared so much with him….helped him remember how to be child like and excited about everything and everyone. See possibilities in everyone.
Jesus tells us to be child like. Matthew 8:2-4
What are we doing to change the culture of the world around us? How are we seeing situations and other people around us? How are we interacting with them? How would Jesus see them and talk with them?
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Samuel and Rebecca Dali Are Coming!

Are you waiting in as much anticipation as I am? What an opportunity to welcome Brother Samuel and Sister Rebecca Dali to
our congregation, true heroes of our faith. They have lived in
the middle of battles that would cause many to give up or be embittered with rage. Losing friends and family to Boko Haran,
children kidnapped—including their own son, villages in ruins,
schools destroyed and more. Their story is captivating, their resilience is amazing and inspirational. Be sure to make a special
effort be in worship, April 28th.

Love Feast

We will celebrate Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples on April 7 at our Spring Love Feast following church. Please plan to stay for the carry-in fellowship meal and lesson of service in the
foot or hand washing along with the bread and cup which are reminders of Jesus’ sacrifice on
the cross for our sin. Jesus promised, “Now that you know these things, blessed are you if
you do them.” (1 John 13:17)

Membership Class

Several among us are exploring what it means to be a member in Fairview Church of the Brethren. Classes for adults and for youth which will teach the meaning of both baptism and of
church membership will begin after Easter. Please contact one of the pastors for more information!

Did You Know?

, through Brethren Disaster Minis-

tries in Puerto Rico, allocated more than $88,000 for long-term recovery of farmers in Puerto
Rico recovering from hurricane Maria. Maria had caused major crop losses and farmers have
no crop insurance.
“Farmers expressed their thankfulness to the GFI for the seed money that allows them to
start over, as well as the spiritual lift that comes from knowing the funds came to them with
much love from church people who live on the US mainland.”
Other GFI news includes:
• Solar Refrigeration Project helping provide refrigeration as a first step to provide
electricity and refrigeration for members of the Navajo community in New Mexico.
•

New grants for Ohio, Spain, Nigeria to help support the work of church-based community gardeners.

•

There is a poster on the table in the foyer with more information.

FAIRVIEW CHURCH OF THE BRETHERN

18140 Highway T61
Unionville, IA 52594-8089.
Telephone 641-452-6439

“Before you act, listen.
Before you react, think.
Before you spend, earn.
Before you criticize, wait.
Before you pray, forgive.
Before you quit, try.”
Earnest Hemming

`

Following Jesus in Love Feast
“On the night that Jesus was betrayed and arrested, he wanted one last meal with his disciples.
Eating together is always important for friends. This last meal was to be a special time to share the
deepest longing of his heart before he would be taken from them.”1
We Follow Jesus in the Love Feast as an act ordained by Jesus. “After he had washed their feet,
had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to
you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. ... If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them.’” (John 13:12-17)
A symbolic, cleansing act, feet washing prepares us for the meal and communion that follow. It
reminds us that, in God’s sight, everyone needs loving attention, and everyone can offer that service
to others. First we humbly accept attention and care from the one who washes our feet. Then we in
turn wash someone else’s feet. In receiving this emblem of God’s cleansing grace, we remember
that as followers of Jesus, we can help distribute God’s blessing to others—through steady, loving
service, symbolically washing the feet of the world. 2
Wayne Sutton of the Miami First Church of the Brethren once testified: “I believe that lives are
changed during love feast. At times for me it has been like hitting the re-set button. I’ve had the
experience of coming into love feast bound up by a sinful pattern or maybe just by the cares and
confusion of life. But after love feast, somehow life looks different.”
“I appreciate love feast because it really brings me to the bread and cup prepared. Having the time of
self-examination, the foot washing service of humility and reconciliation and the blessed fellowship at
the table all get my heart ready to gratefully recognize the sacrifice that Jesus made for us in the
symbols of the bread and cup. This feels right to me.
“Something important about the love feast is doing it together. It paradoxically seems to provide both
a deeply personal vertical experience with God at the same time that we are reconciling and
reconnecting horizontally with each other. Worshippers do some serious inner work during the love
feast.”
April Verse of the Month: John 13:16-17
“Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the
one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

1
2

Zunkel, C. Wayne. To Follow in Jesus’ Steps, Chapter 4, p. 21
http://www.brethren.org/about/practices.html

