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          Celebrations!      Celebrations!                                

                      Celebrations! 
Sunday, May 12th before worship 10:15-10:45 
Muffins for Mom!   For all of us to celebrate 
mothers, grandmothers, motherly caring people. 
During the service May 12th—Graduates will 
be honored.  This year we have 2 college gradu-
ates. Lisa Myers and Sarah Mason with her Mas-
ters degree. 
Also during the service we will be laying hands 
on Levi, Sarah, Miriam and Titus sending them 
off to Kansas.   
Following the worship service all are invited for 
a meal to talk with and send the Levi Mason fam-
ily off with our friendship, 

love and prayers.  Ham will be provided for the 
meal.  Congregation are invited to bring sides 
and desserts. 
 
Celebrating Samuel and Rebecca Dahli’s 
visit  Samuel brought the message April 28 and the 
service ended with our church family laying hands on 
them and praying for them and their ministry.  There 
was time to talk with them during a carry in meal.  It 
was a great day! 
    

Fairview Family Fun Facts        
Question of the Month 
“Where would you like to visit, or visit again?” 
Be thinking of your answer and write it on the poster in 
the foyer. 
    
  Pat Conger has moved.   
   Her new address is: 
 1515 South 19th Street  
 Centerville, Iowa 52544  
     

May Birthdays 

• 2 Cindy Koehler 

• 18 David Koehler 

• 20 James Lunkley 

• 22 Daylen Lawson 

• 27 Brittany Conley 

• 29 Sharon Heien 
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Pumpkin Seeds coming later this month— 

Or all that will help grow pumpkins for the fall pumpkin party!   

 

More Celebrations... 

Dale and Alice Brinegar celebrate the accomplishments of two of the daughters re-

cently.  Alicia Daniels of Harrogate, TN,  was named Cherokee Douglas Economic 

Authority  2019 Employee of the Year.  She works with students in 2 schools , 1 in 

Tennessee and the other in Kentucky prepare for College.  She received this honor 

last week quite unexpectedly during a training session with her fellow employ-

ees.  Olivia Brinegar will be honored this Sunday at a ceremony to be held at the 

Civic Center in Des Moines as 1 of the Top 100 Nurses of Iowa.  Oliva is a nurse at 

Broadlawns in Des Moines working on obtaining her Nurse Practioner License.  

Membership and Baptism Class 

May 5 we begin a three-week series on the Meaning of Baptism and Church Membership – a bibli-
cal discussion for everyone!  Pastor Sharon is also doing the same class on Saturdays in Center-
ville.   
 

THANK YOU for helping to host the District Board last weekend!  Whether it 
was housing, or helping with a meal or bringing something for the meal...it was 
sooooo appreciated!  The meetings all went very well and all board members en-
joyed their time at our church.  Good job all! 

 
Thank you to the younger set that lead an 
Easter worship service on Palm Sunday!  They 
did such an amazing job.  They are a blessing to 
our church family.  They did a wonderful job put-
ting together the call to worship, picking the 
songs, deciding on a skit for a message and making 
us all think about God’s love and forgiveness for 
all of us.  God loves us all sooo much. 
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F A I R V I E W  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  B R E T H E R N  

 
Farmer’s Prayer 
Lord, bless the land 
you’ve given me.  And 
may I always know as I 
tend each crop and crea-
ture you’re the One who 
helps them grow.  Grant 
me strength and wisdom; 
please protect me from 
all harm, and thank you 
for Your gracious gift- The 
Blessing of a farm. 

Robin Fogle 
 



Following Jesus in Church Membership – Fairview Newsletter, May 2019 

When Jesus died on the cross, his blood ran down the cross to cover our sin.  Once we ask God to 
forgive us in Jesus’ name, we become a Christian and Jesus’ blood connects us with other Christians 
into a Body of Faith called the Church.  Just like the blood circulating through the veins of a physical 
body, our faith in Jesus circulates through our church as we live and work together to do the things 
Jesus would do today.  Together we are the Body of Christ present in the world and proof that He is 
alive today. 

The Church of the Brethren is called a “Believer’s Church” because our members choose for 
themselves to be part of the Body.  Joining the Body — the church — is a life-long promise which no 
one else can make for you.  Each member promises to contribute his or her time, talents, and 
resources so the Church Body will be healthy as we work in Jesus’ kingdom.   

Wayne Sutton remarked, “It is an artificial Christianity that believes union with Christ is possible on an 
individual basis without a connection to the Body of Christ - his church.  Authentic Christianity is not 
possible without church membership, without accountability to other believers, and without hearing 
the confirmation of his inner word that comes when the Spirit guides his gathered people.  When the 
Apostle Paul was knocked off his horse on the road to Damascus, the first thing the Lord did before 
restoring his sight was to get him in touch with a believer - to connect him to the church (Acts 9:17).”  
The Church keeps us connected and alive in Jesus’ way. Amputated body parts do not survive on 
their own.   

Here at Fairview, we receive people into membership by baptism after they confess faith in Jesus as 
their Savior and Lord.  If a believer has been baptized in another congregation, we will receive them 
into membership with a letter affirming their membership there.  If such a letter cannot be obtained, 
we hear the person’s public reaffirmation of faith in Christ and receive them into membership.   
 
Jay Steele believes, “There is potentially a great satisfaction to be gained by making the deeper 
commitment [of church membership]. Yes, there is also more responsibility; but the deeper 
commitment leads to deeper rewards.”   

Join us at 9AM May 5, 12, & 19 to learn more! 

May Verse of the Month:  Hebrews 10:25 
“Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourage one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.” 



 

 

 

www.brethren.org/bvs  

 

 

Moving on, but not letting go? 
By Lisa-Marie Mayerle, Brethren Volunteer Service Unit #319 

 
This year, I decided to be a part of Brethren Volunteer Service, and trust me… it was not easy to 
make that decision. For me, joining BVS meant not knowing where I would end up, which project 
I would be going to, or how I would be living for the next year. But, it was the best decision I 
have ever made. Of course I had a lot of insecurities during the process, but in the end I knew 
that this was my best opportunity to serve for a year, to explore another culture, and to make a 
difference. 
 
I would say that the worst part of the transition was saying goodbye—leaving everyone I love 
behind. All my friends and family in Germany would continue their lives without me, but my life 
would continue on as well. It felt like I needed to move on and let go. So, I left with a face full of 
tears and a heart full of sadness and happiness mixed together. I knew it was time for a new 
chapter of my life. 
 
The moment I arrived at my project in Hagerstown, Md., everyone welcomed me with open arms 
and a big smile on their face. In that exact moment, all my concerns and doubts were gone, and 
I knew that it was the right decision. I also realized that I had never left someone or something 
behind. Despite missing Germany, and even though I could not see or hear my family and 
friends every day, I can remember that they are always with me. 
 
I enjoy every minute at my project and I love to share about it with my loved ones. The people I 
work with are amazing and support me. I feel like I am a part of a bigger family, and the thought 
of leaving them one day brings tears to my eyes. Every single minute with the kids, my co-
workers, and my friends is precious, and I am so glad that I can be here. I am thankful for this 
journey and the relationships I am creating. 
 
Learn more about Brethren Volunteer Service or read the most recent issue of The Volunteer at 
www.brethren.org/bvs. 
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