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TO FORGIVE OR NOT TO FORGIVE

Sometimes people irritate us and even hurt us. “Maybe it wasn’t so bad”, we rationalize at first, so we just
brush it off. Maybe we think the offender was having ‘a bad day’. But then it happens again. Then, again.
Our anger builds, we think there is no excuse for this continued abuse. Our defenses gradually sharpen and
resentment builds. Sometimes we even forget the original offense, but the anger and frustration continue to
grow. Maybe our pride is even a factor.
Sometimes we realize we have offended someone. Maybe deliberately, maybe accidently. We might feel
justified at first, thinking, “they really deserved my ‘words’ or ‘actions’, or somebody needed to set them
straight.” When we realize we were wrong, it is often SO hard to admit, and SO hard to say those five little
words, “I’m sorry, please forgive me.”
Forgiving can be one of the most difficult things to do. Not forgiving is one of the most dangerous.
Think about these words from Jesus and others.
“ …and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.” Sound familiar?
(Matthew 6:12). Then in verse 14-15, Jesus goes on, “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly
Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
Matthew 18:22, “Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins
against me? Seven times?” “No!” Jesus replied, “seventy times seven!”
1 John 1:9 tells us, “But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us
from every wrong.” And Psalm 103:10-13, He has not punished us for all our sins, nor does he deal with us
as we deserve. For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is
as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. He has removed our rebellious acts as far away from us as the east is from
the west. The Lord is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him.”
August Birthdays
Forgiving is not excusing the offender, it is freeing the
‘offended’ (ourselves), freeing us to heal and move-on regardless
• 1 Zachary Mason
of the offender’s response. It may also free the offender to deal
& Joie Mason
with his/her actions.
You know, one of the most difficult offenders to forgive is “our
• 6 Astrid Mason
self”, but we must, for our mental, physical, and Spiritual health.
Realizing God’s forgiveness and forgiving ourselves heals.
• 9 Ryan Brinegar
Lord, is there anyone we need to forgive, or ask forgiveness of,
even
ourselves? Please show us, Lord.
• 21 Jerod Powell
Blessings to each of you. In Jesus precious love and for• 22 Mary Clark
giveness. Sharon

• 24 Ashley Brinegar
• 27 Wyatt Brinegar
• 29 Gail Burger

To Fairview Church family,
We have been overjoyed at the response of the congregation to Sharon's invitation to help with the work of ministry. Since our move to KS and back home the first of
May, we have been so impressed, thrilled, and moved by
the music, sermons, leadership, and fellowship of Fairview
family. We praise God for the way the Spirit has moved
in this congregation. Please continue to give evidence of
the power within you!
David and Marilyn

Fairview Church Newsletter

Page 2

Operation Christmas Child – School Supplies

August is a great time to pick up school supplies for your Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes! School supplies are always a welcome and much needed addition to the shoeboxes,
and in August, back to school items will be at some of the lowest prices of the year. Some
of the suggested items to include are paper, pencils, small manual pencil sharpener, erasers, scissors, glue sticks (no liquid glue,) ink pens, and crayons or colored pencils. OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES that we will be collecting in November.

Back to School Bash

Fairview will be helping with the back to school bash for MOULTON-UDELL
SCHOOL. Friday August 7 from 6:0 0—8:00. We will be serving a hotdog, chips,
and package dessert for families attending. If you are interested in helping talk with

Ashley Brinegar.
All the elementary children will be able to receive a bag of their needed school supplies that night. All of us
Moulton-Udell churches came together and provided for all elementary students! Wow! How God works and
brings His people together! Thanks for your generous donations to help this happen!

Your Mind is a garden
Your thoughts are the seeds.
You can grow flowers,
Or you can grow weeds.
Our verse of the month:
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you
received does not make you slaves, so that you
live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship.And by
him we cry, “Abba, Father.”

Update from the Pastoral Search
Committee

The pastoral search committee is curently reviewing pastoral profiles. Candidates that appear to
meet our needs will be interviewed.
“Fun in a bag’ came to Moulton city party this past (July 13-16). By the end of the week,

12 children were participating in the fun & learning at a 4-Day club.
Taught by trained, enthusiastic teens, 4-Day clubs are held all across the nation during the
summer months with the help of a ‘hostess’, in our case- Ashley Brinegar, who invites children, provides snacks & prays for the club.
The club looks like a Bible school with high octane games & fun review games to engage
the children.
Each day the kids were met by one of the teen teachers as they signed in each day, said their memory verse, then on to
the High Octane games; including water games, parachutes & competitive activities. Bible Lessons including acting
out parts of the stories and a reward for listening well during the fun review games. A couple of the participants’ siblings came the last day and even expressed great interest in ‘serving’ as a summer missionary next summer.
We had so much fun, we plan to host another club next summer!
By Jill Lake of Child Evangelism Fellowship
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