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HOW DID YOU LEARN TO PRAY?
This morning I got a call from a friend asking, “How did you learn to pray?” How did I learn to pray? Interesting question. My family was not active in any church during my early years, but they were believers in God
and in Jesus as God’s Son. I recall my parents putting me to bed each night and having me recite a little poem as
a prayer. Some of you may have learned the same prayer. “Nowilame down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soldto
keep. If I die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soldto take. God bless Momma, Daddy,…etc. In Jesus’ name,
amen.” No, those are not type-o’s, that is what I thought I was supposed to say. Later I wondered what soldto
and nowilame meant. I won’t tell you how old I was when I figured out what I was supposed to have been saying.
I may not have understood the poem and what I was saying to Him, but I did realize I was talking to God, the
same God in the Bible stories my folks read to me now and then. As a toddler I was learning that God was approachable and welcomed hearing from me every night.
My prayer life evolved. I learned to ask God for things I thought I needed, and other requests I figured were
appropriate. I even arranged a prayer center on a dresser in my bedroom with a Bible at the center (which I rarely read). Simple and child-like? Yes, but it became a connection between God and Myself.
We began attending a church regularly when I was a teenager and I adopted some of the prayer practices of
church leaders, respected adults, even peers.
I began to realize my prayers were mostly self-centered and began to be aware that God wasn’t just there for
emergencies or as a ‘free vending machine’. The Bible revealed that we should be praising and thanking Him as
a part of our prayers. Realizing I didn’t know how to praise Him led me to discover what God really wanted
was a relationship with me. Praise and giving thanks served as a reminder of who He is and what He has done
for me. That reminder is still an overwhelming realization of how He loves and wants me/us as family, close
family. My prayer life is still evolving.
Jesus’ first disciples asked Him how they should pray. He gave them a prayer as a pattern to follow, “The
Lord’s Prayer”. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4) Notice it begins and ends with recognizing the Father, giving
Him praise and honor. It then guides the pray-er to look for His will, implying willingness to follow. Next it gives direction to ask for daily needs,
forgiveness, protection from temptation to do wrong and deliverance from
the evil one. Jesus ends with instruction to praise again, giving assurance
July
to the person praying that God is able to answer.
I want to leave you with the Amplified version of Luke 11:1-4.
Birthdays
“…one of His disciples said to Him, Lord, teach us to pray…And He said
to them, When you pray, say: Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed be
• 19 Karsyn Sebolt
Your name, Your kingdom come. Your will be done [held holy and
20 Brenda Bryant
revered] on earth as it is in heaven. Give us daily our bread [food for the
morrow]. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone
• 26 Dick Burger
who is indebted to us [who has offended us or done us wrong]. And
bring us not into temptation but rescue us from evil. (Matthew 6:13) For
• 27 Judy Lunkley
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
• 31 Kevin Sebolt
Blessings to you as you answer the question, “How did you learn to
pray?”
•
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This project is still going on. Quilt squares are still
being crocheted. Yarn donations are very welcomed, especially white since that is what will be
used for joining the squares together to make then
into a blanket.

News from the Leadership Team
The Leadership Team met on June 17 to conduct the business of the church. A copy of the full report can be
found in the pamphlet rack at the church, but here are a few highlights:
1. Both Annual Conference and District Conference will be held online this year.
2. The church will have an opportunity to minister to our community by purchasing backpacks and all the
needed school supplies for Moulton-Udell 1st and 2nd grade students. The school is also accepting donations of new or gently used sneakers for kids aged preschool – high school for use in gym class. We have
also been asked to serve a hot dog supper at the “Back to School Bash” again this year.
3. Plans are underway for a drive-in style movie in the church parking lot.
4. A volunteer is needed to mow and bale hay on the church farm.
5. There have been issues with the church’s refrigerator. A new one has been ordered.
6. Plans are being made for a celebration on July 26 in honor of Dick Burger’s 100th birthday. Mark this
date on your calendar!
7. We will begin holding church services inside the building beginning July 5th. There will be no Sunday
School or Kid’s Church, and the current starting time of 10:00 AM will continue through the month of
August.
A used baby grand piano has been offered to the church. Arrangements are being made to hire a company
to move this piano from Ottumwa to the church, and then it will be tuned once it is in place. If anyone from
the church would like to have the current piano, talk to Ryan or Zach.

Follow events at Annual Conference at http://www.brethren.org/ac/2020/ where onsite coverage begins June 27. This news index page will feature links to news stories posted from Greensboro, photo albums of the Conference, links to webcasts of business and worship, bulletins and sermon texts, a twopage Wrap Up to download in pdf format after the Conference ends, and more.

“One Body, Together, Helping Each Other”
Based on Galatians 6:2 and 1 Corinthians 12; 12-31

Moderator, Lucinda Douglas, Sheldon/Living Peace
Registration and other information is available online at
nplains.org/dc2020
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Memories of Dad

Have you noticed the speakers that we
have used in the outdoor services? When
I was about 10 years old, I was going
through a reallu tough time. In an effort
to help occupy my time and help me to
express myself my papa decided that it
was a good idea to go out na dbuy that
singing equipment for me and my sister to
start singing. My papa say something in
me in a time when I needed uplifting and
encouragement. He saw a talent that I
didn’t see at the time. We shared a love
of music and he was my BIGGEST FAN!
With the purchase of that equipment
cane booking of gigs on weekends, private
parties, fish fries, rodeos and my sister
and I even became regulars at the mesquite country music opry. I am so grateful for his unconditional love. He taught
me so many things and belived in me. He
is forever my HERO.

Ashley Brinegar.

My favorite memory of my Dad:
His easy going personality. He was nice
to everyone and very, very seldom lost
his temper! I’ve heard several people call
him a gentleman.
Rick Singley
One of my Dad’s sayings was “Mind over
matter” and “Have faith”
These are the things I have thought
about from my Dad’s words –If you pay it
no mind, it won’t matter. - The things you
put into your mind, matter. - Think about
God, all the rest of the matter will take
care of itself.
Another one I’ve heard him say my whole
life “Love from the heart.” He went on
to say, maybe not his exact words, the
world goes through our mind, love from
the heart unconditionally, not from the
mind where our thoughts can be compromised. Love from the heart, unconditionally.
Cindy Koehler

“You can do and be anything you want if

you work hard enough”My Dad taught me
the value of hard work!

Judy Deahl Lunkley

My memory if that he took me to the
races even though it cost a lot of money
and we had to stay up late and he’s going
to the lake with us even though he
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doesn’t like swimming. He tries to go to all our
baseball games. Landon Brinegar
When someone did a kind deed, simple or great
for my father, he would respond with “Thank
you till your better paid.” I heard that response many times, to where I just took it for
granted, but now that I’m older and more experienced and have come to know the Lord intimately. I have come to believe it was his way
of saying “God Bless You” in a simpler manner.
My father was the kindest man I ever met.

Gary Hanes

My Dad wasn’t around much. My folks split up
before I was born. I met him for the first
time when I was 13. My folks got back together. The summer I turned 17 he took me on the
road with him. He was a long haul trucker. We
had a very good time and really got to know
each other. We had a rocky relationship until
he passed last year but we had good memories
too.
Anonymous
The day I relieved him in the field combining
beans, he told me to call him when I got done.
It was late when I got done and called and
work him up. He says, “I’m combining beans.”
had a moment of silence and said, “Dad I’m telling you I got done.” He finally woke up from
talking in his sleep. Now it is an inside joke.
Ryan Brinegar
The Amish called my Dad “the Jolly Man”. He
had a sense of humor except when working livestock! He loved his horses and we always had
American Saddlebred’s and Tennis Walkers.
He could climb on the back of his old stud with
the help of gate, no saddle and just a halter to
bring mil cows in. He was a hard working man
who did everything he could to provide for his
family and care for his farm. Alice Brinegar
Someone is always listening and watching-to
Dale Brinegar, my father in law. As long as I
remember I have had a love for animals. I wasn’t raised on a farm but the thing about animals
that drew me in was the unconditional love they
have. They trust you and want to be around
you even when you don’t want to be around
yourself. In your message you talked about
leading by example and you have done this for
me. The passion you have about your cattle is
something to be proud of. When I started taking care of some of the bottle calves I would
watch on and take notes of all of the things you

Memories of Dad con’t
did. The way you would walk up slowly, speak to
them in a calm soothing voice, be caustious and
watch for small changes in them ears lowered,
not as perky. You keep an eye for detail and
check in often. You lead by FAITH, and show so
much kindness and love. You give your all and
wait. I admire the work you put in and the lessons you are teaching me and the little boys that
also watch you care for these animals. It’s not
always easy. Tube feeding, helping them stand,
vaccinations, heat lamps, bringing them inside
when they are chilled, space heaters to help.
Even when nature takes its course and we lose
the calf we know everything possible was done.
Farm life is hard and the lessons can be tough.
Thank ou for leading with FAITH. Ashley B.
About Darrell, He chose us! Darrell chose to be
a dad. He didn’t have 9 months to prepare. He
walked into a ready made family, living with the
emotions of a divorce. He always stepped a side
and loved inspite of all the issues. He was stedfast and quietly always there. God put us together and I an very thankful that He chose us!
Just like God——
Cindy Koehler
My favorite memory is going to be this fall...when
my Dad takes my sisters, grandpa and me hunting. I love hunting with Dad and Grandpa!
Zachary Mason
There are so many memories and stories about
my father that it’s hard to choose. Teaching
their children is an important role for every father. Farm work was the forum for our conversations with Dad, especially us three boys. As we
were working livestock, making hay or building
fence, he would talk with us, almost constantly
teaching us. One recurring theme was, “If a job
is worth doing, it’s worth doing right!” For example, when tamping the soil back into an endpost
hole, we were required to put back into the hole
all the dirt and clay that we had dug out. It
seemed impossible to me to put all that dirt plus
a big endpost back into that hole. But he showed
us that it was possible and boy was that endpost
solid! That principle was repeated many times
with many different tasks. Not surprisingly, it
became a guiding principle in my life. In the
practice of medicine, doing a job right is probably even more important than tamping post holes.
Thank you Dad!
Richard Burger

Herbert Leo Joiner was a farmer through and through. He
started farming with horses, and later added a Farmall tractor to his power list. He was a veteran of WW1 with an 8th
grade education; he had made it through the depression,
had 6 children, and his social life was trips to buy feed and
sell produce from the farm, where he would visit with other farmers. Herbert was a believer, but did not attend
church often, since our local church had only Sunday
school and a few preachers from time to time.
In 1948, Rev. Marion McKee came to our church in Plano
for revival services, scheduled for two weeks, which was
extended to six weeks. Rev. McKee brought his wife and
two girls with him; his wife did dramatic readings and the
girls sang beautifully. After each service, Rev. McKee
had a prayer service for local people (mostly women) to
pray for their families, neighbors and friends to receive
Christ. My mother stayed every night for about one hour
praying with the group.
In the third week of the service, my father decided to attend. At the close of the service, Rev. McKee gave an
invitation for any who were not Christians to come forward to receive prayer and give their lives to Christ. The
following week, Herbert went forward, accepted Christ
and was baptized.
My father had been a pipe smoker for years; when he went
home that evening, he handed the pipe to my mother and
said, ‘I won’t need this anymore.’
As an 11 year-old, I noticed some other immediate changes in my father. He had very ‘colorful language’ especially when he became angry at something one or more of my
3 brothers had done, or he ‘injured his thumb etc.’ In the
next few days, I noticed the ‘color’ was gone from his remarks. He was more quiet and gentle when something
adverse happened.
On Wednesday evenings, my father took the eggs and
cream to the local country store, and sat a bit to visit with
other farmers. I heard the other farmers tease my dad saying, ‘I hear you got religion, Herb.’ ‘You’re going to
church now, I hear.’ ‘What is this new religion business
with you, Herb?’
Rather than becoming angry with the teasing, my Dad
would smile, drop his head and say, ‘I guess you’re right.’
Shortly after my Father’s reconversion, he wanted to go to
a Baptist Church; he had met the preacher there and liked
him. Even though the church was 10 miles away, we went
every Sunday and on Wednesday nights for Bible study.
In May of 1952, my father became ill and had surgery for
appendicitis on Saturday May 17. Following surgery, he
got infection in the bowels and died May 24. His untimely
death sent another message to the local farmers, ‘life is
short!’ Our family of six kids, four now married with children, was devastated, yet comforted by our realization that
Dad was now in heaven.
I have always been so proud of my Dad’s confession of
faith and the complete change in his behavior. What a
testimony he made to the farmers in the community and to
our family! I was 14 when he died, and I’ve always been
so proud of my father, even though I missed him terribly
during my teen years. His testimony of faith made a big
change in my life.
Marilyn J. Koehler

The new balcony railing is installed!

Moulton-Udell Prom
The prom was held on June 6th at Valley View
Event Center. Photos credit of Kim Lawson "Day
of Grace" Photography. Good friends Karsyn
Sebolt and Jerod Powell went and obviously
from the smiles had a great time. Kim Lawson
photographed all to remember this years
unique, celebration experience.

Facial Covering

As our congregation prepares to move back into
the sanctuary, I believe that as many of us as
possible should be wearing facial covering. The
medical evidence is becoming clearer that facial
coverings reduce spread of the virus and lower
the death rate. The greatest benefit is protection
of the vulnerable public from someone unknowingly infected with the virus but there is increasing evidence of protection for the wearer. Beyond protection of particulate spread of the virus, there is improved personal hygiene because
we all touch our nose and face often.
I believe that of all places, churches should set a
good example to the public for using facial coverings when we are confined within the church
building. In Matthew 22:37-39 (NRSV) Jesus
says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind. 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Protecting our vulnerable
neighbors from this deadly virus is one of the greatest
ways we can show our love for them. Furthermore,
the Church of the Brethren has always taught that our
bodies are a temple and that we should care for them.
Wearing a mask in high risk situations is simply good
stewardship of our bodies.
Clearly, some people will need to be exempt from
wearing a mask. Masks are contraindicated in children
under 2 years of age but even older children may find
them difficult. People with asthma, COPD and claustrophobia may simply be unable to wear masks. These
people should try especially hard to social distance
when inside the church. When we are outside in fresh
air and sunshine with proper social distancing, I don’t
think masks are really necessary. Personally I still tend
to wear a mask because of allergies, I’m particularly
prone to itching my nose and masks reduce my chance
of contaminating my hands.
Since mid-March, I have worn a mask and utilized
other protective measures whenever I’m around my
father. At nearly 100, he will almost certainly die if
he contracts this virus. Sadly, wearing a mask has become politicized even though it is strictly just a public
health issue. This is no different than the need for
masks during your surgery in the operating room.
My father’s 100th birthday is July 26, 2020. I met with
church leadership last week to request that the church
service that day be focused around his amazing life.
We are going to try to hold the service, provide a meal
and enjoy an afternoon socializing outdoors. But if
weather forces us inside, I ask that as many of you as
possible wear a mask that day. Thank you.
Richard Burger, MD

July Our Services Will Move Into Church Sanctuary

With moving into the church there are some safety changes. Some changes to our normal
morning worship will include but are not limited to:
1. Propping the entry and foyer doors open or having a greeter be the only person pushing the
button to open the foyer door. The greeter should maintain distance with no hand shaking.
2. No paper bulletins - put the order of worship on the overhead screen.
3. A seating arrangement providing social distancing and perhaps seating those with underlying health concerns in the balcony or in the back of the church on the left side.
4. No passing a microphone during joys and concerns and announcements.
5. Dismissing church row by row starting with those with health concerns first and then starting at the back working towards the front. No lingering in the foyer to visit.
6. No kid’s church or Sunday school classes.
7. Making disinfecting wipes and hand sanitizer available by the bathrooms.
8. Place the offering plates by the sanctuary exit doors rather than passing them around.
10. Attendees should practice appropriate social distancing guidelines while at church.
11. Please stay home if any family member has a cough, sore throat, or fever.
12. As in Dr Rich’s article—all are encouraged to wear masks and physically distance.
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