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Sharon’s Sharings W.W.J.D.
A few weeks ago, W.W.J.D. was mentioned in one of the devotional booklets I’d been reading. Then Dean
mentioned it in his sermon recently. It brought back some memories. If you are old enough, remember back
in the 70’s, (resurging in the 90’s), there were cloth bracelets, leather jewelry and necklaces, lapel pins, and
even banners and bumper stickers -- “What Would Jesus Do?”
This was an outgrowth of two books by Charles Sheldon, a minister in Topeka, Kansas in the late 1800’s.
His books became extremely popular in the 70’s. One tells about some people who committed to ask that
question and making decisions accordingly. It included the struggles and blessings of their experiences.
The other book tells about a man actually coming forward at the end of a worship service and challenging
the congregation to commit to asking the question, “What Would Jesus Do?” before making any decision, big
or small. This is the book I read first. It became a matter of much discussion in our church and small groups.
Putting it into practice was not as easy or natural as we thought it might be. It did show our 100% commitment to the Lord was not as 100% as we had declared.
I think the concept has slid into the back of my mind as not as urgent, while other busyness and teachings
have taken precedence. Lately it is ‘bubbling up’ to the surface again.
I remember thinking as I studied that question, ”isn’t that what being a Christian is all about, to do what
Jesus did, to follow what He taught, to treat others how He did and told us to, to follow His example, to conduct our business as He would, and more?
The name of the books are, “In His Steps” and “What Would Jesus Do”, by Charles Sheldon. But we
don’t have to read the book to make this question a part of our lives.
Before we make any important decision, “What would Jesus do?” When we are in a conflict of any kind,
“What would Jesus do?” When we see someone in need, “What would Jesus do?” When we are invited to do
something that seems a little questionable, “What would Jesus do?”… I imagine you can think of other occasions to ask that question.
It may not be easy, we may have to search the Scriptures to remember
how Jesus taught and what He did in different circumstances. It might
not please some of our family and friends. But, as we search the heart
and the teachings of Jesus and do what He would do, His blessings will
follow.
Ephesians 5:1-2; I John 2:6
God bless you as you ponder on these thoughts.
In His love, Sharon
• 2 Allen Pace

September
Birthdays

• 4 Vickie Mason
• 18 Greta Ogden
• 19 Dalton Lawson
• 23 Lila Singley
• 27 Garrett Pace

Verse of the month for September
“The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God's children.” Romans 8:15-16
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Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
The Leadership Team met on August 12th with eight members of the team and one
guest present. Some items of interest from the meeting include:
1. Darrell Koehler baled the church hay ground on halves and purchased the church’s
half.
2. Pastor Sharon reminds us when using copyright music on the overhead projector we
need to be sure to include the CCLI on the screen.
3. Because of Covid-19, the fall Circuit Ride has been cancelled.
4. The church has been active in the community with VBS, the Back to School Bash,
and working at the Lord’s Cupboard.
5. A new refrigerator has been ordered for the church kitchen.
6. Many property improvements have been made including power washing the north
exterior wall, staining the swing set, new landscaping, and had some trees trimmed.
7. Upcoming improvements (note: these are now completed) include shingling the
swing set roof, hanging the cross above the entrance door, and installing a new back
door.
8. The new to us baby grand piano is in the sanctuary, but it needs to be tuned after
the move.
9. The Search Committee made a recommendation to the Leadership Team that pastoral candidate, Thomas McMullin, be presented to Council as a prospective pastor.
The full report from the meeting can be found in the pamphlet rack.

Joint Leadership Team / Search Committee Meeting Minutes
The Leadership Team and Search Committee held a joint meeting on August 16 th with
pastoral candidate Thomas McMullin in attendance. The proposed pastoral financial
package was presented to Thomas and questions regarding the package were answered. After Thomas was excused from the meeting, the Leadership Team affirmed
by vote to present Thomas McMullin to Council as a prospective pastor for Fairview. Thomas will bring the morning message on Sunday, October 18th. A special
Council Meeting will then be held following church with two items of business. The first
item will be a vote to decide whether to hire Thomas McMullin as Fairview’s full time
pastor, and the second vote will be to approve the financial package. A copy of the full
report is on file and can be found in the pamphlet rack in the hallway leading to the
Fellowship Hall.

Project Linus continues

This is the finished project that Joie Mason and Kim Lawson started
with several others of the church this past winter. The plan is for
Joie to have 10 finished and Kim to have 10 finished by December or
January to donate to Project Linus Project Linus’ Mission is to
colllect home made quilts and give them to children in need. So if
there are others with home made children sized quilts to donate also
they would be passed along also. The goal is Deccember of Janiuray, just let Joie Mason or Kim Lawson know.
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Favored Women Conference
Such a special time! There were amazing speakers and during freetime some shopped
and some zip lined! The dates for next year are April 16-18, 2021. Mark your calendars ladies and lets go! Nurture will again be helping with registration. There will be
a fund raiser of Christmas baked goods in December to assist with the cost also. All
that went this time are ready to go again!

Baby Grand Piano Given to Fairview Church
This is Pat, a very nice woman from Ottumwa. She had recently lost her husband and
was starting to down size. Dean Penner became aware of her looking to give away her
baby grand piano. He brought it up to the Leadership Team about it coming to Fairview. We had been told by the piano tuner, that our present piano could not be tuned
any more. The team approved the idea. Movers from Centerville were hired to move
it. After it acclimates, it will be tuned and any other work will be done. Then it will be
ready to be a blessing in our worship services. Pat was very pleased it had a church for
it’s new home.

Schedule Items to note

The week of September 14 –

Fairview volunteers will be working
at The Lord’s Cupboard in Centerville. If you are interested in helping with this ministry contact someone from Mission/Nurture.

October 4—Thomas McMullin will be taking part in our worship service
October 18—Thomas McMullin will be
preaching. There will be a Council meeting following our worhip service to vote on
whether to hire Thomas as Fairview’s full
time pastor. Then voting on the budget
package for that position.
10:00 Sunday Worship Service time will
continue through October.
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes National
Collection Week is Nov. 16–23, 2020 More specific information in months ahead.

Mouton– Udell Back to School Bash

Churches in the area worked together to provide school supplies for all the elementary grades and some supplies for middle and senior high students. They also gathered backpacks and shoes to be available. Our
church offered a hotdog, chips, cookie pack dinner to pick up. Alice Brinegar, Ashley Brinegar and Emily
Penner helped put together the meal in a bag to give out. Dr Burger donated 2 rows of sweet corn to be given
away. Ashley Brinegar, Alice Brinegar, Hayden Brinegar and Darrell Koehler picked a pickup truck load.
People were overjoyed to be given bags of sweet corn! Orschleln’s gave 4 Cases of water, and RRWA donated 200 bottles of water. There were boxes of fresh produce for all families to pick up provided by Iowa
Food Bank. Smoke detectors were being given away by the Moulton Fire Department and they were offering
to help install if families didn’t know how. It all went very well and was great fun to be part of!
Thank you to all of you, our church family, for giving so generously to this event!

FINDING HOPE FOR TODAY By Pastor Marilyn Koehler

One of the most amazing things of using a daily devotional is how often the scriptures and words in the devotional
speak to today’s issues and problems. Recently, a devotional written at least a year ago for Portals of Prayer, titled
‘Bones’ for March 29, earned my admiration for the way God works.
The Scripture was Ezekiel 37:1-14—the story of the dry bones coming to life. Verse 37:3 -5: God asked the question,
‘Mortal, can these bones live? Ezekiel answered, O Lord, God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these
bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you and you shall live….’
Did it happen? Read the rest of the story.
During this time of isolation we may feel a bit like ‘dry bones’ being quarantined with restrictions to an active life. We
are separated from our family including our church family. Like people exiled from Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s time, our
‘faith’ life suffers from the lack of community. We, like the exiles, need ‘faith renewal’!
Thankfully, we have the Scripture and stories of faith from Genesis to Revelation; we have the telephone, internet, and
mail service. We have ways to find renewal and faith.
The vision in Ezekiel 37 has a beautiful message for us today. We may feel as dry as Ezekiel’s bones, cut off from our
usual schedule and activities, separated from family and friends.
But, all is not lost. We are not left without hope. God’s word restores our faith and breathes new life into our hearts.
The Word of God has the power to restore our joy and increase our faith. No matter how far away COVID-19 restricts
and discourages us, God can and does supply what we need. Faith is always available to connect us to God, and supply
our every need through Scriptures and prayer. Praise God for his wonderful works!!
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